ALVIN A. ALMGREN
RECIPIENT, 2010 President’s Award, Pacific Section AAPG 

Al Almgren was chosen as the recipient of the 2010 President’s Award by Scott T. Hector for his outstanding career in micropaleontology, exploration geology and also for his role as a mentor to many and a gentlemen to all. 

Al was born in Bakersfield, California on February 23, 1920. He grew up in Bakersfield. He took a liking to geology, and attended UCLA, where he graduated with a B.A. degree in 1944. His senior thesis on a topic in micropaleontology (under M.N. Bramlette) launched his career. However, World War II caused a delay in those plans. He had already married Erva in 1941 and they had had their first of three sons (1943) before Al was conscripted and joined the army in Europe. Al was in the war in Germany from July, 1944 to February, 1946. He was heading for the Battle of the Bulge, but a 2-month delay in providing his equipment caused him to be marching toward the front in Cologne when the Germans surrendered. 

Back on American soil in 1946, Al was able to find employment as a micropaleontologist with The Superior Oil Company. He worked for them from 1946 to 1959. While with Superior, he mostly worked the paleontology of the West Coast of the USA. However, he also was assigned to do some work with Venezuela fossils, work five wells from Cuba (pre-Castro, of course), and even fusilinids from Texas and Oklahoma. 

Al jumped from Superior and joined Union Oil of California in 1959. He enjoyed this employment, and stayed with Union until his retirement in 1986. Though Al spent most of his time as a micropaleontologist, he requested a transfer to subsurface geology, and it was granted. His work in this position from 1961 to 1968 led to the large natural gas field discoveries at Union Island and Dutch Slough in the southern Sacramento Basin of northern California. Al finished his career in the micropaleontology group from 1968 to 1986. While with Union, the company let him assist students with their Master’s and Doctorates. His favorite work was with Ivan Colburn, where he worked measured sections on the slopes of Mount Diablo. 

Throughout his career, and in his retirement, Al has kept his doors open to those seeking his counsel and advice. He has assisted many as a consultant, and has continued to contribute to the AAPG as well. Al served as President of the San Joaquin Geological Society, served on the Correlation Committee for the Pacific Section AAPG for decades, and has published 14 papers with the AAPG. One of these, on the timing and method of cutting of canyons in the southern Sacramento Basin, is a classic work that helped establish the field of sequence stratigraphy. For his long and storied career, this award is truly deserved! 
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